TROOP HISTORIAN REPORT

OCTOBER 2003 – MARCH 2004
During my time as troop historian we had many firsts. I’ll highlight some of them as I do the monthly overviews. The slide show running in the background will also show some of our events.

October  - Emergency Prep
October started with the Troop Court of Honor at Roswell Park, at which 240 merit badges and 57 rank badges, including 1 new Eagle and 15 new Life Scouts, were awarded. There were also two 1-mile swim special awards. Logan was installed as the new Senior Patrol Leader. He was assisted by Brian Davidson, Matthew McIsaac, and Thomas McNabb.

On October 21st, for the second time in the troop’s 27-year history, 3 scouts passed their Eagle Board of Reviews on the same night.  Congratulations to Logan Edmundson, Alex Jaracz, and Joey Lyons. 

Then we had the Foothills Fall Camporall, led by Mr. Nuttall at Bert Adams Camp. It was the first time in the troop’s history that Mr. Morin was woken by the scouts with, “It’s a great day for scouting!” His surprised reply was It IS a great day for scouting!” Mr. Nuttall recalls that there were several older scouts helping the Webelos with their Readyman activity badge, and that we simulated natural disasters, such as putting out a kerosene fire with fire extinguishers.

Later, the popcorn sales officially started.

November  - Indian Lore
November began with the Day of Reflection, during which many scouts offered prayers at the church.

The popcorn distribution was completely successful.

A November highlight was the OA Homecoming Campout at Camp Sidney Dew. Mr. Lyons was in charge of the weekend. He says that Camp Sidney Dew was built in he late 1920’s, and has a small replica of the Statue of Liberty. Everyone there would agree with me that Chef Dalbec outdid himself, especially with the Thanksgiving Feast for all the scouts and their families. The weekend closed with an Order of the Arrow ceremony and bonfire for flag retirement. 

The month was ended with the Christmas Tree Service Project, at which scouts unloaded and sold Christmas trees to kick off the holiday season.

December - World Citizenship

December started with scouts helping with the Women’s Guild Apple Annie Show.

Next was a Troop Outing to the Cyclorama and Carter Center. After visiting the Carter Center, we left for lunch at the Varsity. The food was delicious and we got autographs from Irby Walker, the famous counterman who is retiring after almost 50 years of yelling “Whatta ya have, Whatta ya have?” We then proceeded to the Atlanta Cyclorama where we viewed the world’s largest painting on a revolving seating platform. Mr. Brazeal, the leader, says that an interesting thing pointed out at the Cyclorama was that the hill on which the Carter Center now stands played an important part in the Battle of Atlanta. We also saw uniforms and other items from the Civil War, and returned to LaSallette after an enjoyable trip.

We wrapped up the month with the famous troop holiday party and White Elephant gift Exchange. The obvious favorite gift was a set of two large tubs of candy.

January - Winter Sports
Adults braved the Winter weather on the Scouters Winter Campout for Adults only, led by Mr. Cano.

On the MLK long weekend, Mr. Whitcomb led a fearless group of scouts on a ski trip, with no broken bones.

We ended the month with the troop NESA Day where many scouts worked on several Eagle merit badges successfully.

February - Survival
We began the month with a pancake breakfast. For the first time in the history of St. Ann’s pancake breakfasts, we successfully tested the gas leak scare method as an amazing new marketing tool.

Fourteen Webelos crossed over to Troop 1776 this month. This is even more than the twelve when my patrol crossed over into the troop last year.

There were two campouts this month on the same weekend, causing scouts to make a tough choice. For what is believed to be the first time in troop history, on the Wilderness Survival Campout, all camping attendees did not make it back alive. But, in Assistant Scoutmaster Mr. Leinweber’s own words, “The two that didn’t make it were delicious!” The backpacking trip to Alabama led by Mr. Dean was also a big success.

March - Back to Basics
Scouts had an opportunity to practice their First Aid skills when Alex Holt climbed a pine tree trying to increase the number of bales we had. Despite one broken ankle and an estimated few hundred broken bales, sales broke the 6000 bale mark and the record. Thanks to all the scouts who helped improve the troop’s finances.

Troop elections were held mid-March. Congratulations to Buzz Davidson, our new Senior Patrol Leader.

On March 21, FOUR scouts passed their Eagle Board of Reviews – David and Richard McCarthy, Ernesto Sotres, and Brendan Whelan.  Congratulations to these great scouts.  Ernesto was the Viking’s advisor this fall – anyone that can put up with us deserves to be an Eagle Scout!

We wrapped up March with the Winter Camporee and OA Tapouts. The new Order of the Arrow electees will undergo their Ordeals in May. Scouts chosen are Alex Wright, Joe Wright, Matt Dodd, Jason Rogers, and Kyle Whitehead.  Leaders are David Davidson and James Dean.

The month ended with my birthday on the 27th.

During this entire time period, scouts attended many clinics and earned a total of 122 merit badges. We also had 48 rank advancements, including our seven new Eagle Scouts.  Scouts logged many service hours in the community, working on Eagle projects at local schools, parks, and camps, and projects at St. Ann’s for various ministries.

To quote the great scoutmaster Tom Morin “It certainly is a great day for scouting!”




Respectfully submitted,




Chris Leinweber







